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Throughout her career, Toots Zynsky 
(Boston, 1951; lives and works in Providence, 
RI, USA) has always looked to nature as a 
primary source of inspiration. Zynsky 
explores, through the chromatic element, the 
complex relationship between man and the 
environment. 
Of particular interest to Zynsky are some 
endangered animal species –but also corals –
, which become the protagonists of a 
naturalistic and at the same time imaginative 
representation: the artist abstracts the natural 
element from the environmental context and, 
using a pioneering technique of glass working 
so-called filet-de-verre, builds her own, 
intimate and abstract iconography. Her works, 
statements of pure color, transcend any 
category and inhabit a region of their own, 
intertwining the traditions of painting, 
sculpture and decorative arts. In glass, 
Zynsky molds sinuous shapes, rich in folds 
and curves, which overwhelm the rigidity of 
the material itself and set the colors in motion, 
creating a kinetic and illusionistic effect that 
can only be found in nature.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
American artist Toots Zynsky (Boston, 1951) is an acknowledged Master of the International Studio Glass 
Movement. Zynsky studied at the Rhode Island School of Design at a time when the cultural thresholds 
between Fine Arts, Applied Arts and Design were beginning to blur. At RISD, the artist began working with 
glass in radically new ways, first as thermo-formed sculpture and then in video-performance. After 
graduating, in early 1983, Zynsky set off on a three- week trip to Europe, and she ended up staying in 
Amsterdam for 16 years. In 1984, Zynsky was invited to the famous Venini glassworks on Murano; later that 
year she traveled to Ghana, West Africa to work on a special project recording traditional music. The 
experience of living and working in Africa, which lasted six months, had a significant impact on her work for 
many years afterward. In 1988, the Corning Museum awarded Zynsky its annual Rakow Commission. While 
maintaining a studio in Amsterdam, she moved to Paris in 1990. In 1999, Zynsky and her family moved from 
Europe to the United States, establishing themselves in Providence, Rhode Island where Zynsky lives and 
works today. Her current artistic practice is based on a technique she developed and named “filet-de-verre” 
involving the thermal fusion and forming of large quantities of colored glass threads, produced in her studio 
from glass cane from Murano, Italy. 
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